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barber, had her head shaved, passed her off as a Brahman
widow, and brought her to his house, telling his wife
that she was his mother and was dumb.   He took the
precaution strictly to enjoin her not to speak, lest her
speech should betray them.   One day the wife ordered
a meal with a dish called Savighai (wheat flour baked
with sugar and made into long strings) as a mark of
respect to her mother-in-law.    During the meal, the
mother, forgetting the injunction of silence, asked her
son what the Savighai was, saying it looked like the
entrails of an animal.   The wife overheard the remark,
and her suspicions were aroused by the fact that her
mother-in-law could speak, when her husband had said
that she was dumb, and did not know a common Brahman
dish like Savighai; so she watched their conduct, and
felt convinced that they belonged to a low caste, and
were not Brahmans at all.    Accordingly, she sent their
children to school one day, when her husband was away
from home, managed to get rid of the mother-in-law
for a few hours, and then set fire to the house and
burnt herself alive.    By virtue of her great merit in
thus espiating the sin she had involuntarily committed,
she reappeared in the middle of the village in a divine
form, declared that the villagers had done her great
wrong by marrying her to a Pariah, and that she would
ruin them all.   The villagers implored mercy in abject
terror.   She was appeased by their entreaties, con-
sented to remain in the village as their village goddess,
and commanded the villagers to worship her.   When
she was about to be burnt in the fire, she vowed that
her husband should be brought before her and beheaded,
that one of his legs should be cut off and put in his
mouth, the fat of his stomach put on his head, and a
lighted lamp placed on the top of it.   (These are details
of  the  buffalo   sacrifice,   which   has   been   already
describedi and this part of the story was evidently
composed to explain the ritual,  of  which  the   true
m&amqg had long  been  forgotten.)    The   villagers
tberefaite seized the husband, stripped him naked, took
Jfofo* la ptfccession round the village, beheaded him in